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What is ReadyGEN? 
ReadyGEN™ is a comprehensive English language arts curriculum that will help you and your students meet the expectations set by the Common Core Standards.  ReadyGEN uses topically organized text sets and highly engaging routines to build students’ knowledge and promote sustained critical thinking. ReadyGEN lessons are designed on the principles of the gradual release of responsibility framework with the goal of building independent readers and writers. At the heart of ReadyGEN is reciprocity between reading and writing to promote student thinking and understanding through citation of text-based evidence. Students are taught to carefully analyze and synthesize sources, write to sources, and defend claims. 
How was ReadyGEN developed?
Designed by a team of nationally renowned experts, the ReadyGEN authors, many of whom are architects of the Common Core Standards, developed a curriculum specifically to aid teachers in meeting the instructional shifts called for by the CCS and the Publisher’s Criteria. ReadyGEN instruction is routines-based, allowing for consistency and internalization of strategies by teachers and students. Freddy Hiebert and P. David Pearson’s Generative Vocabulary approach and corresponding routines make visible to students critical functions and features of words and connections among words. By teaching vocabulary in clusters of ideas rather than in isolation, it allows students to generate and learn many more words. Writing instructional routines always encourage the reciprocity between reading and writing to promote student thinking and understanding through text-based evidence. All writing and vocabulary instruction is done within the context of reading the topically-related text sets—reading multiple times for specific purposes to build close reading and higher order thinking skills. This cohesive and comprehensive curriculum ensures a ready-made suite of resources, so teachers can spend less time creating lessons and more time teaching.
How are ReadyGEN lessons organized? 
ReadyGEN is organized around unit modules (six units in grades K-2; four units in grades 3-5) with a focus on science and social studies standards-based topics, where appropriate.  Text sets, comprised of full length and shorter authentic pieces of literary and informational trade books and texts, are used to build knowledge around these topics for sustained periods of time. All texts are aligned to the complexity requirements outlined in the Common Core Standards, ensuring that all students interact with appropriate grade-level texts. Teachers will have access to a variety of scaffolded strategies to help support all learners.

Can ReadyGEN lessons be taught out of order?
We do not recommend that lessons be taught out of order, given the lexile progression across grade-levels, and the performance-based assessments that appear at the end of each module.  
Is ReadyGEN aligned to the Common Core Standards?
ReadyGEN was built from the ground up to meet the expectations of the CCS.  The program provides reciprocity between reading and writing to promote student thinking and understanding through the citation of text-based evidence.  In every ReadyGEN lesson, students write in one of the three modes as prescribed by the CCS, as well as practice the writing process in relation to the current writing mode of focus. 
What is the research behind ReadyGEN? 
ReadyGEN was built on the most current research of our program authors P. David Pearson, Freddy Hiebert, Sharon Vaughn, and Pam Allyn. While a formal research document for the program is still in development, Freddy Hiebert's whitepaper on Generative Vocabulary can be downloaded on our website.
What is ReadyGEN’s approach to teaching foundational skills?  
ReadyGEN offers a systematic approach to teaching foundational skills, and ReadyGEN Phonics (K-3) and Word Analysis (4-5) Kits integrate the skills that the Common Core Standards call for such as phonemic awareness, phonics, and fluency, into daily instructional routines.  
ReadyGEN Phonics lessons follow this basic format:

· Phonemic Awareness: Activities in phonemic discrimination, oral blending, and segmentation allow children to become aware of the sounds they will focus on in the day’s phonics lesson. This is a “warm up” for the phonics lesson.

· Teach Sound/Spelling: The teacher introduces the sound/spelling in isolation, using Sound-Spelling cards and key words. 

· Teach Blending: The lesson provides explicit modeling, teaching, and practice in the blending together of already introduced sound/spellings to form words. Blending strategies include sound-by-sound, onset-rime, and whole-word blending. 

· Word Work: Students build, manipulate, and sort words to reinforce sound/spelling patterns.

· Connect to Spelling: Spelling lists connect to the week’s phonics lesson, so that students see the connection between reading and writing.

· Decodable Readers: Practice in reading decodable text reinforces the letter-sound patterns being learned, helps children develop fluency, and shows the utility of what they are learning.

How are students assessed within ReadyGEN?  
ReadyGEN’s comprehensive assessment system puts students on the path to Next Generation Assessment success.  Regular formative assessments provide benchmarks for teachers to use to measure student progress and make instructional adjustments—making each lesson meaningful for every student. Teachers can use assessments at the beginning of the school year to evaluate students’ reading, vocabulary analysis, and writing in all grades. 

· For grades K and 1, teachers can also measure students’ reading readiness, letter recognition, and phonological awareness skills. 

· For grade 2, teachers can also measure students’ phonics and decoding skills.

Performance-Based Assessments, which live within each ReadyGEN module, emphasize integration of reading, writing, speaking and listening as students draw from the text sets to demonstrate their knowledge of core understandings. 

Summative, End-of-Unit Assessments allow teachers to assess student progress in reading, vocabulary analysis, and writing at the end of each unit of instruction.  These assessments also prepare students for success on the new assessments designed to measure students’ mastery of the Common Core Standards.  With the exception of the observational performance-based assessment, assessments may be administered online through Pearson Realize, or via traditional paper and pencil.  
Does ReadyGEN provide support for all types of learners? 
Each ReadyGEN Teacher’s Guide pinpoints aspects of the text or instruction where stumbling blocks might occur and provides strategies to mediate these difficulties. Embedded support at point of use allows all students—ELLs, struggling readers, and accelerated learners—to successfully participate in and progress through the daily lesson with their peers.  For those students who would benefit from even more support, the Scaffolded Strategies Handbook resource provides scaffolded instruction, useful strategies, and practical routines in accessing text as well as writing. Under the guidance of program author, Sharon Vaughn, the Scaffolded Strategies Handbook provides data-driven differentiation so students receive the personal attention they deserve. 
How can I encourage students who are not participating in small group to work independently? 
ReadyGEN provides a number of options for supporting students during small group time.  

· Encourage students revisit texts and continue their work on the Reader's and Writer's Journal. 

· Introduce a new text to students, whether it be from the ReadyGEN Leveled Text Library or a student-selected title; a list of suggested independent titles is included for each module along with instructional routines.

· Reinforce phonics/word analysis skills. Readers, letter tiles, and sound spelling cards are all available in print and digital format for students to continue their practice. 

· Make use of the Small Group Center Ideas included in the Teacher's Guide. These Center suggestions are connected to the Enduring Understandings that appear in each module, and allow students to focus on Reading, Writing, Word Work, and Research and Technology. 
Is Professional Development offered? 
ReadyGEN’s professional development has been designed to provide teachers with the ability to leverage ReadyGEN curricular resources to affect instructional shifts in the classroom.  Support offerings to guide educators through all three phases of the continuum—ensure fidelity, build capacity, and ensure enduring impact—are available through tutorials, onsite orientations, in-depth workshops, and online trainings. 

ReadyGEN offerings include:  

· Orientation Resources: Program Overview; Product Implementation Essentials; Using Digital Resources

· Building a Foundation for Reading: Phonics and Word Work; Vocabulary

· Supporting All Students: English Language Learners

· Assessment

Teachers may also access support online at MyPearsonTraining.com: 

· Getting Started: Getting Ready for ReadyGEN; Instructional Shifts; Text Sets

· Reading: Phonics and Word Work; Close Reading; Accessing Complex Texts

· Writing: Teaching Writing with ReadyGEN; Writing from Sources; Text-Based Responses

· Assessment 

What ReadyGEN components are available to schools? 
	STUDENT RESOURCES
	TEACHER RESOURCES

	12 FULL-LENGTH AUTHENTIC TRADE BOOKS
· One set of 12 is provided for teachers at 

Grade K
TEXT COLLECTION
· A collection of topically-related texts spanning multiple genres, including poetry, primary sources, and biographies, Grades 1-5

· Big Books are provided at Kindergarten teachers and Grade 1, Unit 1
SLEUTH
· Short texts for close reading routines that encourage students to read like detectives
READER’s AND WRITER’S JOURNAL
· Allows students to record as they read
ASSESSMENT BOOK 

LEVELED TEXT LIBRARY
· 60 titles per grade, six copies per title

	TEACHER’S GUIDES
· 6 volumes, Grades K–2

· 4 volumes, Grades 3–5
READER’S AND WRITER’S JOURNAL 

TEACHER’S GUIDE

SCAFFOLDED STRATEGIES HANDBOOK
· Scaffolded strategies to unlock text and writing

· Activities and routines to support reading, writing, and vocabulary acquisition

· Support for ELLs, struggling readers, and accelerated learners
IMPLEMENTATION GUIDE
· Tips for successful implementation

· Annotated lessons

· CCS correlations

· Classroom management suggestions
ASSESSMENT BOOK TEACHER’S MANUAL
· ReadyGEN Assessment Overview

· Baseline Assessment

· End-of-Unit Assessments

· Answer key, rubrics and reproducibles
PHONICS (K-3) AND WORD ANALYSIS (4-5) KITS 
· A collection of readers and interactivities to support foundational skills instruction


How is the ReadyGEN Leveled Text Library structured? 
Each leveled text is topically-related and aligns to the ReadyGEN Essential Question and Enduring Understandings. The Kindergarten Student Readers Bookshelf includes 36 titles, six copies each; The Grade 1 Decodable Practice Readers Bookshelf includes three volumes, six copies each.  Teachers in Grades 2-5 receive two volumes, six copies each.   
Teachers are encouraged to use the leveled texts in combination with their classroom instruction to help students develop self-extending reading and thinking strategies.  Leveled texts are ideal for small group or independent reading practice, and include texts at a wider range of complexity within each grade band.  Teachers may access instructional plans in the ReadyGEN Teacher’s Guide.  
Is ReadyGEN appropriate for a 1:1 learning environment?
Through Realize, Pearson’s newest Learning Management System, ReadyGEN offers a point of use structure for students and educators to seamlessly switch between digital and print. 

· Intuitive search capabilities allow teachers to easily navigate the comprehensive content library to personalize learning

· Teachers can customize assessments and upload outside resources 

· ACTIVe-Book technology allows students to explore, share, explain, and demonstrate their understanding in dynamic and engaging ways.  

· Students can maintain their own digital portfolio of work through the online Reader’s and Writer’s Journal 

· Students can use ACTIVe-Book technology for activities around Sleuth
· The Leveled Text Library can be accessed online, providing a 1:1 digital experience
Do teachers have access to technical training support?  
Online tutorials and corresponding guides are accessible at myPearsonTraining.  
Why am I logged-out of ReadyGEN after a period of inactivity?  As data becomes more and more critical to districts in order to justify funding, and understand how to make their classrooms more effective, it becomes more important that Pearson’s data points are more concise. By allowing a user to stay idle in the system with no activity for an extended period of time, the data essentially becomes less accurate.  Please note that users are notified prior to being logged off.  
Who should I contact if I have questions? 
If you haven’t received your order, or if items are missing, please contact Customer Service:

· E-mail: k12cs@custhelp.com or Phone: 800-848-9500 (prompt 2).  
· Reference your Order# and the ISBN(s) and indicate that a replacement is needed.  
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