Standard Research Paper Outline Format
· This should include ALL the information that you will be putting into your essay (including any quotes or statistics in full)

· It should all be in note form (except for your thesis & your topic sentences) 
· All forms of evidence must be footnoted correctly. 
· An annotated bibliography should be attached

· Your outline should be at least 2 pages longer than your actual paper (i.e. 4 page paper = 6 page outline)
A. Introduction

a. Context of your essay (historical & geographic information – what would someone need to know to understand your thesis/ the situation at the time of the thesis)

b. Relevant terms & concepts defined (i.e. which MDG you are studying and what the MDGs are in general)

c. YOUR THESIS (this must answer the entire question on its own and include WHY you came to that conclusion – it can be 1-2 sentences)
B. Body Paragraph 1

a. Your topic sentence (how will this paragraph prove your thesis in particular?)

b.  1st piece of Evidence to back up the topic sentence – it can be:
i. Quantitative – (statistics to illustrate progress or lack of progress)

ii. Or Qualitative (anecdotes or examples or quotes from relevant individuals)

c. for each piece of evidence – explain how it proves your thesis specifically
d. 2nd form of Evidence to back up the topic sentence – it can be:
i. Quantitative – (statistics to illustrate progress or lack of progress)

ii. Or Qualitative (anecdotes or examples or quotes from relevant individuals)

e. for each piece of evidence – explain how it proves your thesis specifically

f. Sum up the connection between this proof and the thesis 
C. Body Paragraph 2

a. Your topic sentence (how will this paragraph prove your thesis in particular?)

b. 1st piece of Evidence to back up the topic sentence – it can be:
i. Quantitative – (statistics to illustrate progress or lack of progress)

ii. Or Qualitative (anecdotes or examples or quotes from relevant individuals)

c. for each piece of evidence – explain how it proves your thesis specifically
d. 2nd form of Evidence to back up the topic sentence – it can be:
i. Quantitative – (statistics to illustrate progress or lack of progress)

ii. Or Qualitative (anecdotes or examples or quotes from relevant individuals)

e. for each piece of evidence – explain how it proves your thesis specifically

f. Sum up the connection between this proof and the thesis 
D. Body Paragraph 3

a. Your topic sentence (how will this paragraph prove your thesis in particular?)

b. 1st piece of Evidence to back up the topic sentence – it can be:
i. Quantitative – (statistics to illustrate progress or lack of progress)

ii. Or Qualitative (anecdotes or examples or quotes from relevant individuals)

c. for each piece of evidence – explain how it proves your thesis specifically
d. 2nd form of Evidence to back up the topic sentence – it can be:
i. Quantitative – (statistics to illustrate progress or lack of progress)

ii. Or Qualitative (anecdotes or examples or quotes from relevant individuals)

e. for each piece of evidence – explain how it proves your thesis specifically

f. Sum up the connection between this proof and the thesis 
E. Counter Argument/Rebuttal

a. How would someone argue the opposite of your thesis? (“It can be argued that …” or “Some may say that …”)

b. 1 form of Evidence to back up the counter argument it can be:
i. Quantitative – (statistics to illustrate progress or lack of progress)

ii. Or Qualitative (anecdotes or examples or quotes from relevant individuals)
c. for each piece of evidence – explain how it proves your counter argument specifically

d. How would you prove that they are in fact wrong about your question?

e. 1st piece of Evidence to back up your rebuttal – it can be:
i. Quantitative – (statistics to illustrate progress or lack of progress)

ii. Or Qualitative (anecdotes or examples or quotes from relevant individuals)

f. for each piece of evidence – explain how it proves your rebuttal specifically
g. 2nd form of Evidence to back up your rebuttal – it can be:
i. Quantitative – (statistics to illustrate progress or lack of progress)

ii. Or Qualitative (anecdotes or examples or quotes from relevant individuals)

h. for each piece of evidence – explain how it proves your rebuttal specifically
F. Conclusion

a. Re-state your original thesis

b. Sum up each of your body paragraphs into 1 sentence each

c. Reflect on the question going into the future – what do you think will happen now? / what did this process teach you about people and/or history

G. Annotated Bibliography
a. Correctly formatted Bibliographic entry

b. Under that  include a short text that answers:

i. the connection between the author (or organization) that created the source and your topic (if there is NO connection – you can NOT use it)

ii. How your source proves your thesis 

NOTE: Bibliographies are ALWAYS in alphabetical order & should NOT include numbers

